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X Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jun28^2000 
□ This action is FINAL 


TKis action is FINAL. p , osecutio „ as to the m e,i.s is close, 

application to become abandoned. (35 U.b.u 
37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed, 
is/are rejected, 
is/are objected to. 


Disposition of Claims 

8 Claim(s) tl±- 


Of the above, claim(s) . 

□ Claim(s) 

X Ciaim(s) 

□ Claim(s) _ 

□ Claims _ 


are subject to restriction or election requirement. 


m The drawing(s) filed on _J^28 1 2guu_ ^ Qpprove d disapproved. 

Z The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

- The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
G The oath or declaration is objected to by the Exam.ner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C S 119 ^ 35 s n 9 (a)-(d). 
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Drawings 


which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 


Acknowledgment 1: 


Priority 

, ,s made of applicant's data for foreign priority based on apphcations 
fil edin J apanonOcto b erM995.Itisno,e d ,ho W ever>a,app 1 ican.hasnot fl ,edacer, 1 f,d 

copy of the Japanese appl.cations as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 
r^otedthatthtstsacon^ 

Examiner to verify if *e requirements of §119 have been satisfied at this tune. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

3 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

4 C1 a, m s.- 1 4a r ere J ectedunder35U.S.C.n2,second P aragraph,ashe 1 n g inde f ,n 1 ,efor 
the invention. 
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Lt: 1/31 , . 

C,a m s,,9a„anaU C o n t,n t hel mg ua g e"a t apew i „d i n g pon i on, Iti s n o t c 1 ea rh ow 

or is completely separate part of the invention. 

Claim Rejectbns - 35 USC §102 

basisforthe rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

* , .cTior 102fbUs being anticipated by Onoetal. 
6. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.L. 1UZ W 


5430904 


Onoe,a.,eachappHcan.,c,a im ed I nve„,ionco m pnsin g :acasehav ing shape and 

— pn ^ tata «---^^- to ^^* r " (C0L,1,,, " 3S)i 

coatf.lm transfer tape onto an object of transfer (col. 6, line 49); a clutch means for 
onhecoatfim transfer tape between the feed and ,a k ,up reels; where, the Cutch means 
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composes, a. .east in one of the feed and take-up reds, power transmission means prov.ded 
oetweena.pewindinsponionforwrndingupthecoatmm^sfertapeandarotar.dnveun.t 

forrotatingand driving the tape windmgporuon (col. 1 Mines 4.-54), and is composed by 

ofthe tape winding portion and the rotary drive unit (Figure .2, ref. no, 7, B, .0 andco,. . ,, 
.^^S.^andwhereinpowertransmisston means is from a frictiona. force caused byathrus, 
,oad between the tape winding portion and the rotary drive unit, and is connected and 

force is se, by predetermined re.ationa. dimensions of the tape winding portion and the rotary 
dr ,veu„,t,n the axta. direct.on between the tape windmg portion and the rotary dnve unit (co,. 
, , , hnes 4,-54, the thrust force between the members 7 and S controls the amount of toroue 
supplied to the feed reel). 

One et al. also teaches claim 12 (col. 1 1, lines 31-59). 

One e, a., further teaoh that the tape rewinding means of claim 1 5 has an axial free end 

no . 9 and,c).Also,Onoe,a,,each,hat«hec,u,eh mechanism isp.aced in both the feed reel and 
take-up reel (Fig. 16, ref. nos. 9, 7 and 10). 

7 . Cauns 1-2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tucker 

5310445. 

Tucker teaches appl.canfs claimed invent.on of a clutch mechamsm for a film transfer too. 
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1 ^.«^-.^-«^ ta • , - w - ld -- ,, " , "" d,te, 

^- Bl -^^P^^ ta -^" ,,, - ,,Brita,rf,to,,^ ' 
.^^■.^.^^^'^^^"'^ 

Tuck era,so teaches thatthe the frrst a„d second engag.ng surface Uin the shapeof 
r ,bs arranged in the shape of a ring, which is taught by Tucker). 

48ma ,„ta,ns the force between theciutch plate 20 and tape ending portron 22). 


The following is a quotation 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the bas 1S for all obviousness 
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rejections set forth in this Office action: 
patent ma y not he o^^^ 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between the suW*i * invention was made to a person 

manner in which the invention was made. 

9 Th e f ac t uan„ q uHesse tf o rt h toG ^v.^^C 0 .,383U,,, 1 48USPQ4 5 9 
(1966) ,tha,are applied for establishing a backed for detennining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

nonobviousness. 

10 . Claims 3-7 are is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tucker 
5310445 in view of Ono et al. 5430904. 

Tucker substantially teaches applicant's claimed invention. See the above 35 U.S.C. 
S^^rejectionaboveforTuckCsteachtngs. However Tucker does not explicitly teach the 
various combinations of flat and ribbed frictional surfaces as claimed ,n claims 3-7. 

However, Ono etal. teach that usm g a flat surface m combtnation with a nbbed surface, 
we „kn„wn in the ftlm transfer toolclutch mechanism art (Fig. 12. ref. no, 7. 8. ,0 and 12, 

clutch ac,iontha,is desired would have been obvious in view of Ono e, a.,s teachmgs. Moreover, 
combtningtheflatsurface in combination with a ribbed surface with Tucker, dutch wou.d have 
beOT obvious because do.ng so wouldhave made for a simpler construction and would have 
achieved the same desired clutch mechanism result. 
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Moreover, regarding claim 7 directed to using a flange with elasticity as part of the 
frictional engagment in the clutch mechanism, Ono et al. does teach a series of raised ridges that 
form a square pattern surrounds the reel and support the slip ring (Fig. 15, ref. no. 12 and 15). 
These raised ridges serve the same purpose as the raised flange and changing the shape of the 
ridges from a square shape to a circular shape is deemed an obvious design choice. 

It would have been prima facie obvious at the time the invention as made to combine Ono 
et al.'s clutch surfaces and an annular elastic flange with Tucker's transfer film clutch mechanism 
for the reasons given above in the body of this rejection. Also, the choice of shape of the 
engagment surfaces has no bearing on the strength or other characteristics of the device, so the 
particular choice is also merely an obvious design choice. 

Conclusion 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael Colaianni whose telephone number is (703) 305-5493. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Stanley Silverman, can be reached on (703) 308-3837. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703) 305-7115. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0651. 

Michael Colaianni 
November 30, 2000 


